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] Mx. Giovarni has asked me Yo inform you Yhat he
t has a special mission for you, and you alovre.
)

[ Exclusively ours? J
A order from Yhe Yop down?

%\

We'll £\l You 1 on Yhe details here at headgquarters.
1 suggest Yyou come quickly.

(L oves JIE




Tinformed Yhe agents assigned the project Yo veturn here immediotely.

Well dove. |

I T certoin Yhey'\\ be
pexfect for Yhe \ob.

e
Thank you. B> —
L J } = %
~ =)
\ - =
B i
By £ L
| \
oL LR

4 Cood. You can 90 NOW.

1 could have sent other
opevatives ouY for This
final s’roge o? ’fke Mission

IL‘“‘/ ]

S5k

{ Jbut Yhese Yhree... ]

..Yhey Know My Yarget's
every quirk, steength
ond weakness.

They have studied
his behavioural
patterns fora
9004 six yeaxs,
aftec all.

..ond Yhey won' put
P 05 MUCh
vesisiance should
other Yhings be
vequivred of Yhem.




\CHAPTSR ONS
Su?&“ess IS |ts Own Reward

f \_
%
U

your accomplices fivally acrived.

‘ [Teom Leader James. 1 see you ov\d]
\
\

\

frend of improvement.

[ Theve is a noticeable

4

\[

1 do believe my quarey is
finally veodj for drafting.

¥eports Yyou sent me c\uwna
Yyour Yime in Smmoh

am going Yo initiate L

’r\-\e ?1m\ Yest. J/

locric would lm‘M& dove 5ome’r‘nma Yo vaise Yhe boss' appreciation of us
' Well we did Kind of J - =TI —

|[ T¥hought Those reporis we filed on defeating Buner Jaye and Team ] \ « E:

exaggevate in a few areos..

Can'y pull da wool over
his eyes, dat's fer sure.

A e

From his point on, you
Yhree are vow Elite
varK agents.

The use of Class A equipment is impevative
Yo Yhe success of Yhis mission,

Weve beem '
promoted?

Report Yo administvation for your
vpgraded ID cards, then Take Yhe machine
listed on Yhat brief Yo the appropriate
co-ovdinates.

R

y




South-West ¥anto, Bam | ]| [Toking a tip with mom...it's been a /ﬁ{n’\s\«? Professor Oak is

while since T've dove Yhat, y'know?

here Yo pick Ls L.
r I

|

N

— 'y

~.

T~

\ooked like...some Kind of \'o‘oo‘:.]




( It's heading for my \oboro’tov:j!J

——

PR My pokémont
4 —

O?l all the days for Yhis

Aoy € "l sorY of Yhing Yo happen... \we g \noc; Yo

< V =N choose Yoday!




No more cheap-rate
hand me down yonk!

)

We've got the

veal deal, baby!

[I Mean...we jumeed

| | ¥ight ovex the car...

L)\

.wasn't Yhat e\na\-\ of an
attention-grabber?

—

[ |Oh, we yust Yhought we'd stop by and
pay the dear old professor a visit.
But it oppears he wasn't in!

Ove of you is
{ enough, thanks.




= — 3
ﬁ/—' 2 But don't woryy,
. A Ywevp. We've
/ - 4 vot going Yo
Yake VP Your
‘erecious Yime'
by delaying

Yhe inevitable.
J
\

\

you learn your place!

Today is Yhe day ]

/ Stay out of this, A B £
),,/5% \ab lockey! f “

_, ’LS\“ \L\.

\ And unless either

' . of you wish Yo yin

him, you'd betrer
sYay put.

Ash! Get oway
Prom that thing!

The insolence!

[Dov"‘r WOy mom.]

1 can stop Yhem.
] 1

|

Tr's yust Team Rocket -

T've beat Yhern hondreds of Yimes.

Bweehgeheeheeheeheeheeheeheehee...

Coleh us if X
You coaan~! *-:;-.'

\
PN A

2 /""‘

—\—t

\f 2 =

(s

N

Come on, guys!
Y Let's go!

J}U\U
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Fo [ 1 1}
\| But...] have a very bad feeling about Yhis. N

1] Tracey, are
L youokay? |/ 4

Mrs. Yeerchom.
~y | [/

What are you running for? Are you scared
T'm gonna bust Lp Your precious Yobot suit?

e

[ .
174 | \
A\

) I

[A’\m Fc';w Yhe \eas!J




'CeY s’foﬁed ™ QUIT acting .} N
like Yhis is o gome' .

"tg




L ) @
) | Everyore - give it all you've got! Don't \e up!]

T'm dove
- with '
elaying (/]

A whole lot of noisy
fiveworKs.

AN 2= HUUUUU - Just what we've come Yo
‘ , expect from our little friend.




Wheve's Yhe

| shategy?

ov vse it all
The ¥ime n
matches...

..why o' show Us ]

a \ittle of Yhat ThinKing seiviy?

F A 4

A

[

.DO_Y\P'r\G\’\, Rollout! Quilava, Flame WQ&&\!

]

Ohoho, Fhat's

move like v F

T
£

. 1 h
Aopin fer an

easy shoeK Yarget?




N
Here, et us Yake a few
of Yhem off your hands!

—

expect Yo
instruct all

G'I"-iln-
o Sl

\ {\oooo| GTORAGE SYSTEM | ¢ ﬁ;j / l \% STUN LYL T
‘ i i / i e
Aah! T's oY like youse were carin xt - )

fer 'em properly anyway!

This twevp wasn'y
veady o¥ al|, wos he?

beter ¥vaiver, don't you?

[I'd 50y his pokémon could do with a




’/

\t\[ Alright Yearm. We've seen what we

needed Yo - let's get out of heve.

stabiliser's
been
domaged.

(F\s\-\, what happened?

i Axe you alright?

[

[\Nc wevre Jost m’r]

strong evough.

Ash? Speak Yo me!J

Just...not...
stvong enough...

Edloi{Chaered®ae



S 1 TR

=7 — ]
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| CHAPTIR WO ik
| Chain‘ef:.Commandis 7

| East Johto, One Month

]

LaYer...

=7 7

- %
Well, what ave [
@ o0 waiting for?

pa [l Ll
A i
H14) @
1
Al
AL

A
|

GeY Meowth
Yo do !

Youse Ywo Keep me outa
ya petty squabble. It's
| your Fault dis happened.

Uk, i¥ wos
y-Your idea siv

™Yy private
frequency?

Ak yes. Jessie
Matthews - Seecial
Assignment Opevative.

/ ; : /] /' ,‘"J
vIj [/ Your Yearm leader
/ /] ] / has a progress veport

~ Yo give me, 1 assume?




Y-yes siv. I'm afaid Yo say...

..1's bad vnews, sit.]

We continued Yo

follow him ofrer

Yhat Yest, like
you asked. But
Ywo days ago,
in a forest yost
vorth-eost of
kef&?ﬁ:: ,:.\SUH But i's m’E'n'mg,
Massive argomeny | We cant
with bis friends  handle, siv.
and yost... Just give
disappeared. Us some time
and-

No move Yime! You Yheee
have had more Yhan your
faiv share of chances, and you
vepay me with your Utter
ireptitude!

Cornsider yourself vermoved from
Yhis assignment, and from Active
Doty until further rotice!

S‘%-@l

All Yhe suffering )
we've been put
1 Yheough while
¢hasing ofter Yhat
Twevp and his
aborminably
overcharged
yellow va,
for what? To
have Yhe boss
yell in our ears

Tr wasn'y our fauly
we lost Track of da Kid.

|

d .
. ’,:2:;:3\; > He stacted acting all...
erands within urerediciable-like.
el Iz

No¥ Yhat Yhe boss is going Yo
\isten Yo vreason row.

1don'r get
why he

was 5o infent |
on having

| us pursue Yhe

twerp anyway. [

qi'-iﬁ-’

B ok out Yhat stuffshirt's agenda.

{YOU heard Yhe man. We'ce off ADJ

C'l" y
Tis back Yo headquarters for /
whatever comes next. 1] -




Either da boss has
developed some veally
g00d concealin'
Yechniques...

5 Q)
G

.00 da Qs
shipped off

wiTouY us.
L |

Why are y' askin'
me? T'm about
as clued up on
dat as you ave!

ourselves isn't going Yo help us Find
where Rocke headquarters has
moved Yo.

\ LeY me consuly

|

1 Yhe switchboard.




Please hold while we transmit
Youx vequired co-ordinates.

What? Why would the boss

J wart Yo velocate Yo that vegion?

Tr's fOl of high and mighty snobs!
What sort of vesources could he
possibly want from theve?

Well it’s cedtainly Yhe last place the There's yust one problem. J
Police would Yhink of looking.

[ T have vo idea how

we've going Yo get Yhere




= "*-[ Ovce You arvive in To’f’fo...J

aiee — Ot s
| €27 N — 5;115‘::2

Zan

_—

You will veceive a set

T .30 Yo #L«e Nashgri City : ﬂ ’
branch of 'Yapey Burger'. H 1

Make sure You ave
A\ being sexved by Robin'.
CRANTTF T L+ THH

(gL ){IEW " ‘ U
S\ (=t
/ "”'-".Y\;! M | ~

I ] 1SN NN Lo e e AR |
uer it It \ Lot "-}/wu
T&P;:::; |r INEERAL l . [

 T—

Ask him for a Big
Wharmmo Combo

with an oblivious

TN 1l rnrrlf“";/.l P d
N NN '\[\ Xrn / . ’
N Y DN \' X

N

il
| (N

=y

Yhem upon enty Yo our location.

&h‘ is iImpevative Yhat You are wearing |
| =TT v\ T\

!

Upon entering
headquariers, veport
Yo administration.




.—rk\ej Glovia. The \atest set of operative medical
veporis are in for You Yo Yake a looK at.

Hey...] used
Yo work with

y=

.M. Yhat's 0dd.

There's o discrepancy...but 1
can't figure out what it is...

|




e ——
" em—

D

W /4

Could have ot least moved Yoo S 1
region with better weather... [~ N

Ahh... Tatto bears a sense of heritage for me.

=741

Some of My Most Freasured
celatives came from heve.
Ye¥ at Yhe same Yime, its an
entively new ploce Yo My eyes.

Fresh
opporiunities
await us, Jess!

Dat mission |

was getrin'
pretty

stale. It's
Yirve Yo

H embrace da

vexY step
on oVl
Jourmnej

doorkvob!

Y

Y
J

d’\‘\-@’f door is Mi
f, —
NP 74 4at

Acketh!
Ge off,
ya big log!




T've been

T've been permitted Yo
stay i Yhe Elite Rank!

Jimmy? What

T've been given da ¥itle of
did yours say?

'Pokémon Interpretation
Opevative'l

To Yhe labs...

We should protest!
We should-!

Y

[ That isn'Y vightt

1 you do Yhat, we may
all end Lp s Yest fodder.

Ammmm.... Tdon'y Kinow. T don' Feel
comforiable staying an Elite while you
end VP as a grunt experiment.

T was Yhe leader
afYec all...I'd vather
Yake Yhis one for Yhe

Yeam Yhan You and
Meowth bear Yhe
bront of Yhe
punishment with
me.

Meowth, surely You selfish hairbollt You're only || [| Whoteva gets me oway
Yyou've vot okay saying that because You want Yo from dat fan o yours...

with Yhis, ave you?

Keep That cushy yob of yours!

decision.

1A

£y =y




Wc‘\‘r."ﬂ\ese new Six yeas of
ass \‘aWEEV"fS worKing as a
we ve been Yearn ond...we've
given...we e 90ing Yo be
going Yo be SPLIT LP!
selit vp.

T know irs
painful, but...

Lt?e 5 poﬂ-\wajs can't always run pavallel
Yo Yhose o? othes.

/g

{

(v :

N —

Jessie...
Jessie, please...

Sometimes we are |1
diverted fora while. |

So please...do
it for me?

T would make
me happier
move Yhan
anything Yo
see You vp

Yhevre
aMmong

Yhe greats.

Be Yhe best

You can.

You Yoo, buddy.

/1$

Yy

T\l make

4o proud! Endof (Zko/p’fef Two




(1've been told you're 9l
something of a...\ive
wive, Ms. Matthews,

i

CHAPTSR THRSS.&y
What a Differen:c_eja Day\Makes

Records
show
i¥ Yook
Secgeant
Viper
sorme Time Yo
fird you a
compatible
wovK pachrer,

Do 1 veally
need o
paciner?

1 have been specifically inshrucied
Yo assign You Mentors until You
ave better acclimated Yo the way

Yhe Elite vank functions.

comgatibility, you will
be allowed Yo work alove.

\
-
Once we have sufficient
evidence of your

Is Yhat L‘IQO‘(?\\




Attenrtion all persoriel. Tncoming Transport. Please clear the docking area.

Second and Yhid stage
evolutions From any
species obtainable were
sathered as vequested, sir.

Excellent work,
Agent Brégan.

{ Professor Bohrgram wonts these
specimens Yoday, ot next week!

Have the specimens
Yaken Yo labovatory
bay 2.

1 shall be studying
Yher in ar greater
detail soon erough.

this haunter
appeared out of
vrowheve!

Nove of Yhe Pokéballs seem Yo be damaged,
so we don't Think its the one we snagged...

Rockel's affaivs...

[Bu‘r it sYill poses a Yhreat Yo Team ]

T want Yhis vogue pokémon
Yeacked down and nevtvalised, NOW!




Tt yost...
veally grinds

Pl
1 can't seem Yo do vight
for doing wrong with her!

A

Did she hovestly Yhink T wanted
Yo end up down heve?
To split our Yearm vp?

AN ==

|

T¢ she had provested | |
obout my fate, L. |

.

ra— |

..L Just couldn’t bear Yo see what

hoppered Yo other compassionates
happen Yo her...oc Meowth.,

7T
T Know, James. 1 K\now...J

— T

Looks like you've got a prerty neat setup here.
Row long have you been working in the labs?

7

|

About Yhree
1 years, vow.

N FAN

T

1'd been assistant Yechnician right up
until main office was velocated
Yo Tato - then Yhey gave me a
bit more leg voom, so Yo speak.

I AN
|
|

What hapeened Yo

Yhe old AQ, anyway?
Something in

Yhe boss' \atest

proyect soria...
backfived.

=

N

VA |

1 can' Yolk abour it
Classified information.

\
But Mondo...I'm
your friend.

]

You can
Yell me...

i'_ ‘ (I'm 501y, Jc;mes.)

/l Y

7 /




So...are You enyoying
being a Yechnician?

T's peetty Yhrilling!

The work is cerfainly more
unerediciable Yhan what T used Yo
do in the old B Rank.

A ‘04 B Qon\("?]

Well...Yhe boss diverred his resources into
copture and development for Project Rebirth.

v)\ Oh yeah. You
wouldn't have
Knowv about

Yhat, would you?

The B Rank lost its purpose .
afer Yhat, and it wos phased ouY. .

v N
=
/( And where did ] _ \ m .

"'L everyone go?

dermoted Yo grunt duties.
P W | [ L L

Most of the Tntermediates weve h

Z Then Yhevre
were a vare
few who
actually
9ot a step
Ve the
\adder. For
nstance...

happered
ii Yo me!

Rose go¥
shifted
Yo Yhe
medicol
bay and, well,
You can
see what

(AN

T've seen faster

Keep it moving!

Professor
Bohrgram hasn'y R
go¥ all day! 4

l

slakoths
Yhan you lo¥!

-

el

but, 1'd suggest you vy Yo lose' your pokémon.

[James...’ﬂn'\s is going Yo sound veally Yerrible of me]

/

T | }

T'm secious. You're vot on Active Doty any more, so Yoo
need Yo get your pokémon Yo safety.

SN 1 S a— | —
: \(5 If Yhe biologists
- heve ge Yheir
hands on
them...] can'
guarantee

Yhey'l

survive.

AN




1 gotia admit, Jimmy sure
had some guts Yo let Jess
an' T go our separate ways.

...Yoo good fer
dis place.

o =SS

1'4 been away from heve so long
dat T'd forgot yust how it fel
Yo be stuck within dese four walls.

0ot deve on Active Duty, T4
been Yoo distvaced Yo T'ink about
wheve 1 belonged. Now...

You should stay in
your Pokéball

\ike Yhe vest of 'em
you Yalking freak!

Den T'l\ have vo Yime Yo
} Yyestaday's news! mMope over such Yings.

Yeah... dat's all I'm
seen os. A freak.

myself into
dis vew careeyr
1 "
0 mive - heart

1
an soul.
\ o

Da guy who yos'
doesn’t it .




"‘Pokémon Espionage” PN
7|V AulG
[ TR

...4is looks
\ike da vight ploce.

b - (,\n] lL i

-

©,

<This is sorme Kind firally getting

of a yoKe, Yight?>

<] Yhought Yhe humans said we were

Yhe process of mission feedback>

something Yo improve

=

Now 1 believe youse
9uys got info o
give from your

vecent Trip Yo Scale
Falls, om T vight?

Dat's me! T've been)
assigred as Your
Tanslator.

<\Whoa whoa
whoa, back
vp. Plow
come
Jou get
opevative
sYatus and
all we are
| s Yools?>

<] beY we've worked harder
than you've evex dove.

All you have Yo do is

cepeat a few words
and bam!>

ddenly you're on equal stardin'
with those humans!>

R

degrading...>




Maybe I can

Yalk it ova

ey 1 never
consideved it Jf 4
da vight setup.

wit' dem and-

Forget i I'm vot Yaking any help from some
meowth-shoped chatoi!>

J

DAY A
A NAY

Jey - Yhat's
oncalled for>

<If T wont your opinion,

| TWWask for i, slackyow! > |

p— T

..we strongly
request Yyou

<Ol humans that 1 ~ \N y / TS Keep our subjects
can communicate : AN ) - under contvol.
with me psychically Opevative Meow‘r‘h...} s \ -

ave worth , \ ;

Yalking Yo anyway> )

<M\ give you >
'subjects't>

<Give the guy a chance! Tt's
"l vot his fault The homars
have o warped view of vs!>

. <] for one welcorme
cleacer interpretation

(%<
N~ =

of My wovk>

<You would, you overgrown
eile of Youros dung!> \

=Fe-

ﬁ <Okay, Yhat's it! No ore insulis my
L | buddy and leaves without a pounding!>
\l> : N \J
. S

/2D &

=

<Aaavhhbh...now
you've done it.
.| They're gorna be

[| <You and your
Yempev, Jey...>

50 mMad af us>

a

<Someove get o medic!>




\ | Ow...my head... l

WA H\ey...you'ce dat clinical
assessment lady from da \abs.

/i \ T

Oh, T heard
about what
happered Yo
you in the
espionage
depariment
ond...
well...T was

pretty worvied.

What're youse doin'
in da medical bay?

( Just' dem Ticst day o' woik' ‘o\ui)

—

Your speech and mannerisms...1 f
mMust say You're quite the =\
Yalented pokémon, Meowth.

T'm stadin' Yo wonder 3
if dat's a good Y'ing.

£

OF course it

you think
its not?

What makkes

is!

/

Oh. The pokémon
weren't Yoo accepting
of you, weve They?

feel pretty out of place.

/ \

[ 1 guess You Must




—

Pretty much.
Even before 1

2N could doall da

\| ¥ivngs 1 do vow.

understond da woild in ways o
wdda pokémon around me did.

Ras it always Felt Yhat way for jou?] JAS a kitten T wos alwoys Wyin' o

|
My soiching led me Yo hex.
Meowsie.

1 knew somet'ing wos diffecent
about me from day ore.
[ [
" )

(1 coulda wolked |
oway at da¥ point,
bot T didn'.

[ Maybe it wos da |
fact T wos in

love - maybe i¥

(wos move dan dat.

S

...but all she wanted
was a human Ya
catex Yo her every whim. |

7

Bot for T spent
SOMe Yeason, mMonths El—
T¥ought upon
lc,ou'ld mor\’r'ns
be da forcing
homon ~ Myself o
Meowsie | walkon [T
longed for 1 My hind
so Mmuch. legs...
Yeaching
myself Ya
speak
homan
speak.

...she called me a freak
bacK dev... and maybe
T am. No vdda
pokémon would have
evex Yried Ya do what
141d. Dey woulda
simely dismissed da
Yought as a momeny
o' craziness.

Bt someYing within
me...dat par
doesn'y Y'inK

i's crazy ot all.
Almost \ike...

...\ike T want Ya
be homan.

.

Z W]

Well ever with the besy
intentions, successully (
Yeaching yourself Yo
speak in a language 1

undersiond should

| hove been impossible. )

Yet, hoving looked oY Yhe vesults of your
assessment, I'm vot sucprised you Managed it.

ANN A

L ]




Theve are Yhings in your

DNA Yhat shouldin't be.

Al dese years I've Fought da pokémon's
corner - sticking up for deir rights
and drears...

A sort of geretic

corruption, it you will,

I 1 i

...but at da end o' the day, I never
fel¥ like a Yrue representative.

)|

[I’c's oY easy being Linique, is '\’r?]

i 1\

I can imagive how Yhose around here have
Treated you, with undeserved contempt.
BoY that is only because Yhey cannot
see the world Yhrough your eyes. Don'
Yhink of it os a reflection of who you
are, only a veflection of their narow

/ lIauess 1 do. I

Wow...y' sure krow a ot
about dis sorta stuff.

\

\ per?elp’ﬁon. J Life Yends Yo Yeach
You have as much a vight rol—" | | you a lot under difficoly
be here as they do. J/ circunmstances.
$ i l

Re;overj is going we\\ siv. H\e should be up
on his fee¥ bj the end of the day.

How is ’f‘ne
meow’tk doing?

J

As soon as our subect is released from
care, have him brought Yo me.

(...1'6 like Yo geY Yo kinow him ‘oe’c’ret

£

<E'n of Chopter Theee




Camivire...Mimey...I'm afaid our
Yirne Yogether has come Yo an end.

> oy
N

T'r working in Team Rocket labs vow -

\ Yhat's no place for pokémon like you Yo be. )

1 L —

snateh You away From me - vse You i their

E
18 Tdon't let you go, The scientists heve might
horrible experiments, or worse...

The Rest of Who | am

}i CHAPTER FOUR

Please, you Ywo! Just go -
ge¥ as far away From heve
os possible.

I
18 Tm vot going Yo make
i, Tdon't want you Yo
have Yo suffer the
consequences of my
stupid decisions.




You wanted Y see e,
Professor Bohrgrom?

T've been studying Your records, Meowth,
Your statistics dictate Yhat physically,
you're aY quite an advanced level.

Tell me...have you ever wordered c-( Even if you had wanted Yo be
why you had ot evolved? \Ef, { =1~ a pevsian, ¥ wouldn't have
2 Yo, Q\l , been possible. /

Idtojt\{;z ‘::\:‘3 Tt appears Yhat Yhere exists vo
. ) ! [ gevetic code within You pertaining ,
A ; S 7amee 1] Yo Yhat species.
Ybe honest. { . L\ 11 -

The space occupied by your evolution |
data holds...something diffecent.

vess 1 was Jost happy T hadn't ended
VP as one o' dose MaNgy pPoisians.

"

1

24
[ T = _———
—— = T— ) —
(Cet’roih\j vot a form a meowth is expecied Yo ’roKe’__ - l'k/
i
T~

[Some'now...do% o\l adds ve. ]

A\l dose crazy Yings I've dore. Why
T've felY so confused dis whole Yire...

- B =

Tt puzzles me as Yo why such a form
has lain dormant. T suppose That an
vrnatural path of evolution vequives an |~
unnatural stimolus. J

Could you...could
you do dai?

your compliance.
TR

A\l T require is ]




T'm standing in do very doorway Yo
U\nc!\e'rs’fo\ndm who 1 om...

What would Jessie and James Yink if
dey knew T wos only half pokémon?

Are you really happy
with who you are?

1
[Bu’f are You hopey

with who you are? [©
)

—,

[Mj buddies ave happy wit' who Iom...) {

1..1don"Y krow... —r

|

You're incomplete, Meowth. That is why you've
urhapey. You can't vely on the opinions of
others Yo be satisfied with yourself. Such opinions
ave warped, defined by what Yhey want you Yo be.

change. They wouldn't want you Yo

OF course they don't want you Yo

become superior Yo Yhem.

1 1
Right ow, They have You vight
where They want you - a mere
pokémon understudy.

Dat's vot Tvue.

/P

Jess and Jimmy like me for
who T am on da inside.

fear in embracing Jour hve Teoe se\??

Well if Yhat is Yhe case, what have you ‘ro




[ I8 my Yheories are correct - processing This device Yhrough a cyber-transter
protocol shall initiate Yhe specimen's dormant evolution sequence.

1

Axe you sure You
Kinow what you've
doing, sir?

OF course
1 do, dear. \ ®

Finishing what

T'm simply

1 stacred.

SYA

N

BuY, some Ywenty nine years ago, 1 lost frack of its modified egg and was
forced Yo destvoy all velated data before T got a chance Yo complete it

Y1\

This meowth
is ove of
Yhe products ‘

ot my |

greatest work.
| S |

Once Yhe
mMeowth's
programming is
finalized, 1
will have all
the evidence
T veed Yhat my
Yheories are
valid and
functional,

~

T will be Yhe
fiest man
Yo have
altered Yhe
course of
life irself!

| —




Pooc Meowth. To have his body ‘fompefed '
with even before he was born,

No wonder he has
been so perplexed.

TRINGFER SCOENCE
COMPLETE

L L1 1)




T don'y feel so
go0d...L..1...




Meowth, can
4you hear me?

{Uuuun?...m:j head...

7a

My...my
chavm,
I¥'s sore.

[ Please, Meowth. \\

Ty Yo calm down...

|

Do you see any
meowths heve?
Cuz Isure didn'™ | /7

E-heeheheehee~t

}

What've T done? T con't live like
dis! Tean'y live wit'out my chamt

... dont Know who
Tam any more...




A\

Your body might have
changed, but your
mMind...your being
remains Yhe same.

My me-ness Kinda
caught me
off guard...

p — e — e
You weven't forced into You made Yhe decision From Yhe
accepting the professor's feelings in Yyour own heavt, didn' you?

offer, wevre you?

I
...1'm sYadting Yo Y'ink dis
wasn'Y such a great idea.

T Yhis confusing world with its
conflics of opinion, sometimes the
best person Yo listen Yo is yourself.

You shouldn't doubt yourself ‘
s0. A choice is a choice.

N, do¥ altered my body Yhe sudden
\ ;‘ did something Yo my change,

. P ™\ Ty
V| Boh-bot what if You've yost in
( \ da screwy science shock from

. head! as well? ) Yhat's all.

/ 5 ‘! ~_1.—1

You'll feel move

\ vsed Yo it
X ? 500N enough.




7 T 7 S 7
[ﬂxis is Yhe last place T want Yo come back Yo after what 1 did, but...if 1 don't, i

will Just make Yhings look even move suspicious.

Even so, it is only a matter of Yime
before Protessor Bohrgram finds out.

—{ /]

IMowe delays. Move setbacks. H\e is growing impo’ﬁen’c...] ‘

\%?‘

And when
he does...

(=

Something appeared Yo have gove a little...owry in
the cyber-fransfer during my Yempovary absence, Miss Simmons.

— ~ l o - .
/ e There are Yheee plausible .
outcomes - the capsule | (=
containing the specimen .
was oY processed
corvectly and is now
lost in Netspace, i¥ wos
disintegrated in the
procedure...,

CESSING DATALOG
PR STATUS

[ IME REMAINING
o3 1oM 238

...0Y someove YooK it
following the
procedure's completion.

T won't have a clear idea which it is until the machine
delivers me a report of Yhe entire process.

——
Avrything...I can do for you (ﬂ"‘s is going 1o toke a W\"“E') ] f Finally
in the meantime? tic _ mManaged Yo

geY a break.

I L

1 brought

4You sorme-

Yic

Yes. Feteh me a
coffee and make
ir exiva black.

¥ic




|

( Genbhhh...what )

You'e urhapey with this, aren'y jou?)
-1 QT 89 ped

made dat professor

ik he had da
vight ¥ mess wit'
My body in da
[ woy he did?
[l |

An' on Yop o dat, Yo pretend he
wevent da one responsible!

) A -

This is all my fault. 1 ]
o' Yoo excited and
bluried out about
Yhose DNA
aromalies Yo him,
[
Why didn't T yost Keep |
MYy Mouth shut and
hide Yhe data?

Don't beat yaself ova dis,
Gloria. You didn'Y know about
what dat guy had been vp

Yo any move dan 1 did.

|

Screwy of oY, dis is who
Tam. Who T always wos.

14 have yust cardied on feeling lost

an' messed up inside For da vest o' my \ife.

|

l

—

Most meowths grow vp ¥ be
poisions, but me...

..e-heheh...

Tdon't blame you.
Tn fact, T should
be Yarkin you...

[

For putin your \ife on do live ]

Ya vescue me. T owe Ya big Yime.

You don’Y owe me anything.
Just seeing Your appreciation
and happiress is all 1 need.




= LT

Though Yhere ace a

couple of issues we
veed Yo discuss...

<

2=

B

\‘ r{a\ \T«l

e~k

-fﬂlﬂi We\\ for a start... ]@
: | your whiskexs...

. TYivK dey've

' vather fetchin I

?’VI

you'\l sYand out like an Armaldo

BoY oLt there amongst other humarns,
v a clown suit,

And Yhat's the last Thing
you o I want, especially
since Professor Bohrgrom
has o idea what your
human form looks like.

] [
They'\l have Yo

be rermoved.

End of Chopter {-’ouw




HAPTIR VD () [ 6 Ej\

An Extenéled"Fag]ily

1 did attempt Yo get some
anaesthetic, but the visk

of arousing suspicion
was Yoo great.

—

T vy Yo make Yhis as quick os possible, bul
if you do feel Yhe need Yo release Yhe Yension...

\

] /
/

—

..Yhen trs best you bite Yhe
edge of the blanket.

Heh, what Kinda wime does
she Yake me for? 'IEEY AG"\!
T've had move dan my shave o'
S

painful experiences Yo last a li-

e |
YV VY VY

Guess 1

weven't as
orepaved
fex davos 1

Yought.
y

OW T'm so sovey!

AN

—

|
\I Well if it ain'Y my

o\d pal, Mondo!

| ]1

@ Talk about a reunion unda
KooKy circumsiances, eh?

You look..

Diffecent, Yo be sure,
but awesome!

Whatever hoppened?




Toined out da veason T couldn’t learn attacks an’ waos able Yo
Yalk human speak was cuz T'd been half human dis whole Yime.

|

Pretty weird, hoh. J/

7‘; 7 g/ K Some proper clothes would

g ' 4 be wnice, Yoo. It's chilly witout

4ﬁ1‘\[ \Wooo...Yhose are some 6&_&9 cuts. }\ any fur on. /
JI 1 [ [ v\l Il |

Movdo, please! Give him
sorme breathing spoce.

N

>

Pl on JLL

\Y

1 hope they'ce the vight size.

[ N

\

AY least now it makes sense .
why you wanted Yhem.

Guess we'll find out!

d Wait! LeY s go
outside fiest!

1 forgot he wouldn't exactly
have any resexvations
about dressing with an

oudience...




I :
Are you oK? That sounded like a

Owgh. .. ..Forgot my legs were longo... VJ‘X bad foll...have you hurt angthing? '
— % X

5 M) \
~
s |
d 3 s
r

> | Whaddya Yink? __
|‘ A g
Wy (=
v 4 1]




1 1 | L L1

I

Arnon...dis ain't good.

Walkin' on Two legs
Yook me ages Ya loin
da foisY Yirme around.

T Krow yust
Yhe Yhing -
You Two
wait heve.

What you reed is a
\ittle help until you

ge¥ used Yo it again.

Youse Ywo Kinow
each other, hoh.

 Gloria's been theve for

me since 1 was a Kid.

She's \ike
MY Mo
and big
sister all
volled

inYo ovne!

(
N

Auh...y'don’ say...

This is one of Yhe Yons of magoazines she
used Yo Yeach me about all Kinds of ou’rsxde sYOFf.

| e o4
\T 07.1996
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[. .b\e’s a Sinvnohan explorer called Evvol Persefois. ] \v\

L) e T

Seent practically his whole ife searching 1

for answers Yo ancient mystevies.
T —t L

R T 7

A guy wit' a ‘ 79, 1] Did he ever find People say
fascination for p (& ony ancient he speny
da mysterious. mMystery onsos? s0 Much

Yire looking
for Yhis one
Yreasure, he
forgoY Yo enyoy
the beauty and
wownder of
everything else.

Sounds a bit
like me...

.

Wow. 1 really am like dat Exvol guy.

%

...0¢ o least what deve
was of freedom is gove,

Roamin' or o,
T still part o'
O Team Rocke.

S

Seent so Mmuch Time chasin' dat Kid, T barely
paid attention Y my freedom. Now it's gove...

What are you
looking at?




A\-hey...that's The rogue haunter that
Yher day.

>
[~ Arrila was xanting abou it

Ny

|

Why did ya come in here? Team Rocker \Q is

da lost place Youse wanna hang about.

[ <The fear of ¥his ore
is especially Yosty>

<Why not? There are so many
9008 Yhings Yo ea heve>

|

Okay, 1 get it. Da anger, fear an'
despair in da opevatives here is like a

smorgasbord Yo Yyou.

1 danger you'ce

BuY da longer
Youse stay
avound, da

moxe in

gonna get.

] weidd. T like you!>

<You guys are

———m

|

Wait a minute. You can still understand

I¥'s prob'ly
better ya




<The name's

<0000...s0mething even
move delicious is outside>

Amo! 1

come from->

Ton't Yhis Yhat haunter Yhe whole science
depariment has been put on alert over?

[ Yeah...for some veason, it decided Yo

B
d \ A Ly
> . \ 2 &
0S¢ E
i ] '
LS|

Amo, dis
is Gloria.

Rehee! T never expecied o ghost |
Yype Yo be so affectionate.

7S

Gloria must be
harbourin'
someY’ing

pretty deep for

Amo Yo find her

move apeealin'

dan Mondo.

Y'donr't seem
\ike da type
0’ person Yo
have oined
Team Rockel
of your own
free will.

/A




Axe dose ya pavents?

\\%W \\

T have voY seen Yhem
for some Yime now.

My father wos a very clever
man, so Much so That the
leader of Tearm Rocket saw him
asa potential co-founder of

Project Optima.

|

|

When my father vefused...

..They Kidvopped me in
order Yo force his hand.

Tv wos an attempt Yo
create Yhe mosy
powerful pokémon
in Yhe world
Yhat Llimately
ended in failore.

No ove Kinows...
| [EIRN\F=Y. A

The other
divisions of
Team Rocket
weve adamant
Yhe entire
project had
beer a hoox - a
se¥-up Yo
scare law
enforeers into
Keeping away.

Especially
when Yheve
was o proof
Yhat such
expedimentation
ond development
had Yaken place.

Only he had da kind o' psychic power Yo evase
memovies an' Traces of his own existence.
Re proved dat, back on MY, Quera.

That was almost
20 yeaxs ago.

Friendly o vot,
Mewtwo entrusted
me wit' dose
memoxies.

Tcant let him
be distoibed again.

T doubt my family would
Yecognize Me vow.




Fomily...sometimes T wondex
what my fomily wos like.

Dey do?

Thad a farnily ot all.

OF course you did. You still do.
Everyove has a farnily.

|55

=

Yes. Whether
they be your
birth parents,
your siblings

or closesy
friends,

| Those who you can rely on in Yimes of veed,

Yhose who care about You Yhe most. .. Yhey arce your Farily.

Al

Den 1 guess Jess an' Jim
would be da guys in question.

Dose Ywo ave
da closest Ya
farmily 1 have.

/

—

Um... L. Yhis T¥'s yost- i makes it move likely Yhat
Professor Bohrgram will Find you.

is a difficoly

Yhing Yo say,
but...] really
don’t Yhink
you should
Yell any one
else about
Your past
identity.

Not if Jessie
ond James
Knew if
veeded Yo be
Kept secret.

But what if Yhey accidentally
\ur’red it out? Then what
1

would you 60?]—

1.0 Y 1

Besides which, it you spent half as

nmuch Yime with Yhem vow as
Yyou used Yo - people would
eventuolly end up putting Ywo
ond Two Yogether...

...Yhat Yhe meowth

had vanished is now

Yhe man that veplaced ‘nim.J\

which

W\n}j. do ya cave
about Me so Mueh?

Everyone needs someowe]

Yo care about Yhem.

| 1
And...well...as

, "
Dejd?aﬁ / T ¥hink of Mondo 151y
"'H \ o0s a brother,
I i j T've come Yo -
M S0NGH... | Yhink of yoo —=
= & o:\:o - as a cousin of
— - d ts.
s suggestion. ﬁ =
yay= — iy
- . / Would...
T yost concevned would you
abouyos being / ) [ ike 1o become
discovered by /‘
f 0 Yhe wrong kind por’r.oﬁ A
— s of peogle. family Yoo?
= p:
..Gloria? IY'd be my pleasure.




ey wanrt me a¥ Yhe lab. ...

[...\nope’?u\\j Yhis won't Yake Yoo |

m\

@)

(2

/
Why ot Try walking with those crutches while I'm gone? /

L F = J

LY 11 1t l

T\
T'm sure
/-/@ @L they'\l make
A you feel
< move

<I'\| come with you!>

Al

Yoo boy. Well, con'y
do much about dat.

n

Oh vo. Noooo way.

;

Axe you Trying Yo get me in Trouble?

A 70h
il

2 Ke~3PF

| e

DS
AL e

You heard what Gloria yust said
about people recognizing you!

Aw, ¢’'mon...She did say proctise walkin',
and how om 1 meant Ya practise in
dis stOrfy livtle voom?

1 1

Besides. ..

.if T keep
MY Mouth
shot, o one's
govina Kinow
who T am.

TF you can keep Your Mouth shut.

%"

End of Chapter Five




CHAPTZR SIX

\Xhen Life Comes Undone

D

o

T aman. T all man. O o -

da roe

1 can’t believe you managed Yo
suevive that. Folling from Yhe Yop of a
gyavados Must have hort bad.




Tt wosn' yust
‘Falling down’, Penn!

i T'm made o' steel, me.

T hi¥ voeKks from a
height of 21 fool!

Well T wos
Yossed into
the air and
Yhen
Yrarnpled

upon by
seveval

boutfalany

during a You should have seen the puncture wounds 1 received from that livrle
starmpede. escapade. I couldn’ move for weeks.

Maybe...it’s Yime Ya
Pt da armateurs
in deir place, hm?

_ Oh, dey've
W bovtle inyories.

How on
earth
did you
end up on
crutches?

Yep. Got ‘em as I faced off
And get Yhose scars acvoss wiY’ a savage wild Yyphlosion,
Jouxr face like "fll'\CI)i"‘,J ovie OV One.

! i N | i




1 been boivred many a Yime, so
1 guess My skin's becorme
p\'e’r‘rj cesilient Yo it ova da years.

r A .
2

Oh don't get me started
on da elecivocution.

You sure are an
amazing guy, pulling
Yhrough all Yhat.

What's your name?

)] A week on Active Doty didn't go by wit'out bein’
| pumped full-a several Yousand volts o’ dat yoy.

Come on, Exvol...it's Eccol~ Didn't he yost hove
Yime we 9ot going. ' Sucwe vorme. Tlike it. | | the best occent?




What were you saying, Mati? Before you got interrupted.
Something about enduring hovvific Yhings?

Actually, they
ween’y
oll Yhat bad,
vow I Fink
of ...

Well you did say you
were like Yhat guy...

Did you have any

better suggestions?

.1 guess any new nare's gonna
Yake sorme Yime Ya get used Yo.

And what hoppened Yo

/{ Keeping your mouth sho?

l You shouldn't push your \uc.‘ri...]




The machine's procedure completed without faulk,
Miss Simmons. Someone Yook the capsule from
Yhe lab while T was absent.

You were the only other person An opexative's uniform, a surgical blade...

present during My work., The only other

pevson aware
of my activities.

And Yhere have
been reports
of missing
(E50UXCES.

You do vealise Yhat if you .. Yhat T will be forced Yo

do ot comply willingly ' have it extvocted from You.

with information..

Now you were the last person 1'4
expected Yo have octed insucha
flagrantly insubordinate way...

...but, sadly, Yhe evidence

is uPMistakable,

...cave Yo Tell me why
you veeded Yhese?

T see. Your silence does \ittle Yo
bolster your innocence, Miss Simmons.

Then why do you o tell me
wheve you Yook my \ife's work?

..your intelligence may be T must see Yhis deal

Because Yhat meowth is
vot yust sorme product
of your work.

e is a creature
with feelings, and he
desevves Yo be left
" peace - ot used
as a Yarget for your
Ywisted Yheoxies.

a great osset Yo Team RocKet... with. But before Yhat...

...buY Your sentimentality is an
equally geeat hindvance.

.1 MOst have my
work back.

\




*s0b sob”

[!—\ej Jessie, i¥s me. T vneed Ya ﬁo\K.J

| ( What's w\'ona?J

This is Yhe git of
homiliationt )

&

What's weong?
What's WRONG?

| L —

Everything about
Yhis is wrong!

1 4idnt want Yo be an Elite by myself! IF Yhat
wasn't horeible enough, Yhe admin is forcing me Yo

be babysat by Cassidy and her annoying pariver! 1 feel so degraded...

And was a litYle bit of
cormmunication Yoo Much Yo ask?

.,

A hello', 'Tm doing fine', Yhings
are going geeat and 1 Yotally haven'y
forgotren about My doting friends'..

1...Tm sorey, Jess. T guess T got cought up in my own
affaivs for a bit. But Yings have stvaightened out row. 1-

anything would have been nice!

So you found a spare Moment
Yo squeeze Me in, hoh?

]

[We've all had mayor changes

n oux \ives, Meowth!
1 1

What makes yours any
move earth-shaki-?
\x ( . ('_jl\n)'\\-L
I ’




Jessie, Jessie, Jessie. .. so quick Ya yume ¥ conclusions.
18 ya s’ hold ya horseas, T'\l gladly explain.

l Mukh...Meowth? !

You go¥ it
Well, dese days
Tgobyda
vame Eveol.

You look so...familiar

See, dose science guys picked up on a bunch o' weird
anomalies in My genes from dat last
medical exarm we had.

! Da head honcho offered Yo set Y'ings straight and...well...
WV I [

0 i - \
h :ﬂ\;!u'\};\:;zlus Of oll Yhe farfetched
' Yeash Yhey could
come vp with...a
pPokémon Turning
into a human
\ being of all Yhings... |
' » \\o)
This is some Ywisted jyoke set v by...by D s —
Yhose two! And Yo Yhink I almost fell for i, \.:% “ But it's vot a JOKE?

T\ admit i¥'s
pretty crazy,
but hey...

Believe it or
vot, dis is My
‘evolved form'

Yyou've
\ooKin' at.

Now I kinow why 1 never loined any special
attacks, o 50 Much as showed signs of evolvin',




A

[F\oua'n! Why most everything in my life suddenly have Yo fall apact?

-

=S

f

I
)/> " Can' one thing stay the some?J
[ <

Deve’s no veason Ya Yake it out on me! J

[ ]

I

Besides, 1 still Yink da same way.

1 ¢¥ill feel da sarme way.

\_]l

1

[ |
T may look human row, but

‘.11“ Lain’Y any diffecent in da head! |

Meowth was never concerned
with his appeavanrce.

I’r s vot Teve. T yos'
neve\' spoKe about it

J

’ What 3006 does
insecurity do ya in
Team Rocket?

1 fivally get myself, Jessie! / \
Why can’cha be happy about dai? 7 FE i

L&

[ Da pokémon You Knew was rever veally deve!

=~

Aow could you have kKnown who 1
wos if 1 didn'¥?

|

I 1

[

[ You've delusioval. ]

Whatever Ywisted
lab experiments they
did Yo you Must have

scxewed with Yyour mind.

You don't undersiond

' how i¥ felt Ya be da
way T wos...




Potring yourself before Yhe Yeam, yost
like you did before!

You didn’Y give a Mmoment
of Yhought about Ls!

Tt doesn't offect you!

Oh yes iY does!

18 whot T Yhought
WaS You was yust an
losion...

..Yhen you con'’t be Yhe
friend T thought T had.

Jessie...y' don't know
what you've sayin'...

My friend would've Taken
my feelings into account
before allowing something
s0 drostic Yo be dove Yo
himself!

Bnd o Cherger Sie




Aow could Jessie
do da¥ Yo me?

CH/|\PT£R S2V2N
-A-Muted-Heart

An' afrer what he sacrificed Yo
make sure 1 didn'Y get da
same punishment he did.

1 ¥ought we
weve friends!

M-maybe James would be move
undecstandin’. 1 could Yoy Yellin' him...

o ,.
S 4
..but T don't even Kinow wherve he is.

A, Jimmy would
veva forgive

Evcoll Whaot ]
did you go
and run off

looking all
over the-

T'm sovey, Mondo.
1 had Yo. Jess and
James weve My
long-teem
paciveys...

1Y yust...it felt wrong
vot Yo at least ¥vy Yo
explain what happened.

: Fox what good it did me. ]

Tr didn'Y go
well, huh,

[or\ da head, Kid.

Ya hit da vnail ]




1 feel messed up. Pact of me is glad Yo have Found myself, but da other part vegrels it.

i

"A boulder cost I; :;:ﬂ;ﬂ;:,ga
Yo a loke of Yhe
forges 30?0’( ragazines
waves Gloria shared
with me.
|
l
Da pain 0’ da unknown What? %\
couldn’t have hoit more '\t‘/
dov da pain of veyection
wil’in me vight now.
Substantial changes in one's life cause pretty big ‘h
repevcussions for everyonre they are convected with,
A n

t h

A

SomeYimes...you need
Yo wait a bit for the
'waves' Yo calm down.

...Glovia sure was a good
meniox To You.




[4‘/our friend is in deep ’rroub\e!‘r]

X
AT

<Yes! The scientists have her locked in some
machine! T panicked...came Yo Fird you>

Trerct .. She's stuek /
SGVS e Wai, w\no’r 5 n do lab ‘
\-»oppe'ned Yo reedin' ]
Al il But Evvol!
ovY nelp! I Yhey see you Yheve..

| 7 L

Now are you
N
wit me?

T know da visks, Kid.
BuY o ove's gorva
stick vp fex Gloria

but vs.

<This will Yake Yoo long.
1 can speed it vp>




(= §
F’fempomﬁ\j sepavated you from your body. Tt will help

Us Yo geY Yo your friend quicker, and without being seen>




Oh A, T was hoping
you'd find me. Listen...1
veed help.

..xermove My memoxies of

Meowth before its Yoo \ate.

1 beg you! Meowth will be discovered if the
scientists get Yhose memories from me!

T\ et you out, Gloriat Tl get you out, dev we'll get outra
here! You, me an' Mondo - we'll stact a new, betta life!

The people here are Yying Yo
find information about
Meowth by Yaking memovies
from my brain by force.

Please... you've got
Yo use Dyeam Eoter

<Is she Yalking about you?>

q
4

Yes, but...dece's sot Ya be anudda way!

<She can't hear
you, Evvol..>

Oh who am T Kiddin'. Evenif I -
could get Gloria out, dat i::r:;gzi\;%z Z:‘:i
Professor Bohrgram would '

Yack her down all ova again. <P
(4




> e
| Thonk gou...giving Meowth that second chance...

/'-'

4 Y
\ .1 don'} vegret it for one momert...

T'm picking Lp an energy surge inside Yhe cerebral aralysis Mmachine. [ Ry
T¥hink...] Yhink something else is in Yhere besides Dy. Simmons! conit Yhe

1]
/ T procedure’s

alveady stacted.

[ 16 T shoy down vrow...

Tnitiate emergency shut down!

NI [/

...cka\:\ces are ’rl-wle dava we'vre Hauul.. Tar/ .
searching for will be corropied 7 @ o 7.
in Yhe process!
el
T

Got'cha, you \irtle
creepy pest!




7L

——U"U—\g J The cevebral aralysis completed successtully, Professor, but we found ‘

o information with regards Yo your pokémon specimen.

\_// from her before we were able Yo see .

We Fear the rogue haunter may have extvacted i |

Can we vemove it From Yhis ether?

|

[ Tt's useless Yo Ls row. 1\
r-'-""-—-..
Unfortunately
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...J have special plans for you.
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Afra all, ¥ was dat mission rockin' him
which Kept us Yogedda fer so long.
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And Gloria. Poor, | [ Movndo was Kind enough Yo ]
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My identity may be whole row, but my heart...

..my family is shatteved.

1 feel so very alore.

AfYa everyt'ing dat's happered...

L YINK T3 yust be best 1stay
silent from now on.



AUTHOR NOTES

00-00| : Here is a reprisal of the dialogue spoken during the last episode of the Sinnoh
arc. It is supposed to be a little vague, but if you've seen the episode "Altered Paths"

kicks off from, you'll have no trouble matching the voices to their owners.

00-002 : Giovanni may not say much out loud, but he certainly cogitates a great deal.
What could he be plotting?

OI-00I : Unknown by the rest of Team Rocket's operatives, Jessie, James and Meowth
have been involved in a unique mission for the past five years. One they've tried to get
out of, since it tends to be rather painful. But what's this? Finally getting the promotion

they've longed for?

OI1-00_2 : While this page is reference to events that happen during the first episode of
season 5, with the slam of a giant foot, it is also the point where the animé continuity
splits from the Rebirth one. Ash's outfit here is slightly based off the one he wore in the

Unova arcs, with a differing colour scheme.

OI1-003 : If you're wondering where a chunk of Ash's pokémon are, they've since been
relocated to various places. Torkoal works at Ash's Uncle Marty's fish bar, and all his
water type pokémon hang out at Cerulean Gym - because it's fun there and they get to

battle challengers now and then.

OI-004 : I figured it was possible to make Team Rocket threatening without giving
them a complete personality overhaul. All they needed was better equipment and less
mistake-making. If any of you are curious, the mecha was designed by Tim Dixon. Also
the last three panels are a sort of fun-poke at the instances where one member of the

'twerps' will repeat exactly what another just said moments previously.

OI-006 : Delia's mother sense is tingling. And so is Tracey's long-buried Rocket sense.

OI-007 : Leading Ash to a more secluded area was part of the brief - as to whether

making him angry in the process was as well, I can't really say.



The trio weren't trying to kill Ash...they just knew they could get away with pulling stunts

like that on him because of his inexplicable powers of good fortune.

OI-008 : Eagle-eyed readers will have noticed that the area of the cockpit the speech
bubble is pointing at has been dictating who is speaking. Though if you're particularly
familiar with seasons 1-8 of the animé, you'll probably be able to tell who it is from the

content and style of their dialogue.

OI1-009 : The biggest problem with strategy is that the pokémon tend to have to wait

around for their trainer's instructions. The events of panels 8-13 happen quite rapidly.

OI-0ll : Losing in a Gym match or tournament is one thing, but this is one loss Ash has
not experienced before. He isn't taking it so well. Anyone remember Samuel's
charmeleon? He's still around - age has made him a touch slow, mind, so he doesn't
battle all that much.

02-00N : The outfits Jessie and James are wearing are a nod to the first Unova season
of the animé. And if anyone's curious, the box Meowth is hiding under reads 'Sprinters
Chips'.

02-007 : One of the segments preserved from the original version of Altered Paths

was James and Meowth competing to answer the door.

02-008 : It may not have seemed like it with Jessie's force and bossiness, but indeed

James was designated team leader of their trio.

02-009 : Jessie may have harped on about working alone in the past, but that was
only because she knew she couldn't get hurt that way. Faced with separation from the

only people she really clicked with since leaving Pokémon Medical School, she panics.

03-00I : By 'compatibility', he means 'complete brainwashed subservience'.

03-005 : Outside HQ, general reaction to Meowth and his abilities was often

astonishment, amazement and intrigue. Inside HQ, it's a whole different story.



03-007 : Imagine the dunsparce sounding very posh - it's entertaining.

O4-002 : I know Meowth said way back in the archives of the Pokémon animé that
he'd spent so much energy learning how to walk and talk human language that there was
nothing left for evolving, but that always seemed rather off to me. If a pokémon in the
animeverse only had one chance at evolving, Piplup would have never required an

Everstone.

O4Y-00MU : Basically he's putting Meowth through a machine that simulates a pokémon

tradeover.

O4Y-008 : If you look closely at Gloria's shelf, you'll see she likes collecting the Ocian

equivalent of Fabergé eggs. She'd like to be a Pokémon Breeder, you see.

O4-0I0 : A small homage to pettyartist's Nuzlocke fan comics in the form of Gloria's

rather oversized alarm clock here. I wonder where she got that from..

05-00U4 : The title of the magazine is "Wide Lens" - a reference to the game item.

05-005 : Mr. Persefois' design was modelled on a kricketune. The word 'persefois' was

something I heard in one of my dreams and I really wanted to use it somewhere.

05-008 : Gloria's father is the man with the strong European-ish accent you can see in
silhouette accompanying Dr. Fuji in the 'Birth of Mewtwo' prologue (part of the first movie

that was cut and later dubbed)

06-00| : Philippa Gissing, makie-chu and giratinium contributed the designs for

Celia, Larissa and Grant on the bottom panel, respectively.

0O7-00U4 : The 'soul' extraction done to Errol here is the same ability a haunter

employed on Ash and Pikachu in the season 1 anime episode, "The Tower of Terror."

0O7-006 : The scientist's 'creepy pest' remark is a passing reference to 'creepypasta’,

which tends to include a lot of ghosty type goings on.
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0O7-008 : This page represents at least a few days passage of time, possibly more than
that. The tools Errol uses to make his charm wearable again were probably handled
during a session educating grunt rankers on how to repair various things like their own
weapons/gadgets/vehicles. Possibly even educating them on how to dismantle things,

too.

07-009 : Where could Errol be sitting? That, my friends, is a question that will be

answered in Ultimatum.

This concludes 'Altered Paths' 2011 revision!
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